
 
 

Dear BHS community: 
October was breast cancer month, and this is a cause that is very near to my heart. I have had fami-
ly and friends impacted by breast cancer. This has become a personal service cause for me, and a 
source of my own personal hope—that one day we will find a cure for this breast cancer.  I was 
inspired to pick up this cause by Ohio State’s Stephanie Spielman in her fight against breast can-
cer. When Stephanie was asked why she continued to travel and speak on the road, especially 
when her health was declining, she said, “That’s why I’m here.” She believed it was her mission to 
create awareness and create hope. So, for the past 8 years, I have participated in the Susan G. 
Komen 3-Day, 60-mile walk for the cure.  This November, I will be walking, once again, for my 
hope. In that time, I have logged over 1,000 miles walking (and training) and raised over $18,000 
for this cause. I am just one person, but I hope that I can make a small difference in building 
awareness and fighting for the cure. 
 
It is my wish that all students at BHS can find their hope—a cause that drives them—each day. 
What is your hope?  Why are you here? We talk about having a Chieftain Heart at BHS, and our 
list of students participating in service continues to grow. How will you join in to make a differ-
ence? As Martin Luther King said, “Everyone can be great, because everyone can serve.” 
 
One of the best examples of service is our Leaders in Action group, who participate in Random 
Acts of Kindness.  They may hand out candy, cookies, and a smile to students coming in the doors 
of BHS, but I think mostly, they hand out hope. These students have found their hope and are 
making a difference.  
 
When I walk my 60-mile walk in a couple of weeks, I will also be thinking of the students and  
families of BHS—that all might find their personal hope, and a cause that provides hope to others.  
As the holiday seasons approach, it is important to remember that giving can be just as much fun 
as receiving.  Just like our Leaders in Action, can you find somewhere to hand out hope? The slo-
gan for the 3-day, 60-mile walk is simple: “Everyone deserves a lifetime.” And this is the reason I 
walk. And this is my hope for the cure. 
 
Everyone deserves to have such hope, and the first step in our hope is to find your cause,  your 
passion. I have talked about my hope here, and my cause. I look forward to hearing and sharing 
more of yours throughout the year.  — Sincerely and with great hope, Dr. Noeth 
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HOPE: “That’s Why I’m Here” 
 

 



Write to be understood, speak to be heard, read to grow. 

CHIEFTAIN BOOK SPOTLIGHT: CRANK 

CRANK, BY ELLEN HOPKINS 

Crank was inspired by the life of Ellen Hopkins’s 

daughter, Cristal, who was addicted to meth. In an email 

from the author, Ellen Hopkins said her daughter had 

been clean for four years, as of 2006, but has also spent 

18 months in prison. Although the novel is fiction and is 

only “loosely based” on Ellen Hopkins daughter’s own 

story, it is according to Ellen Hopkins, 60% fact. 

The novel Crank is written in a form of free verse. Her 

poetry has been called “interior.” Critics note that Ellen 

Hopkins’s "hypnotic and jagged free verse,” plays with 

the spacing of the words on the page, forming her signa-

ture “mirror poems.” The narrative perspective of her 

work has been described as “combining outside analysis 

with first hand perspectives from behind the charac-

ters.” 

Addiction, the consequences of one's choices, and com-

ing of age have all been noted as major themes in the 

novel. Reviewers explained that Crank “gives a look 

into . . . drug addiction and its life changing consequenc-

es.” Reviewers also noted Kristina must face that “there 

is no happy ending when it comes to addiction” and 

understand the consequences of her actions. Another 

major theme is coming of age, as critics say 

“Adolescence is a time of conflict and contradiction, 

[clearly seen in] the conflicted character Kristina/Bree 

in Crank.” 

— Children’s Review, Publisher Weekly, 2004. 
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The BHS Reading Challenge is in full swing!  Here are the latest stats 

from our BHS Chieftain Readers! 

 146 different books have been read. 

 326  total books have been read so far. 

 80 students have met their reading goal. 

 Crank is the most read book. 

 

   

 
 BHS Reading Challenge 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_verse
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EVENING OF STRINGS 
  

The BHS orchestra participated in the 45th “Evening of Strings”  

at Centerville High School on October 24th.   

Eight area orchestras joined BHS for the concert — a great success!  

    “Our message is simple: 
Where our music is welcome, 

We will play it loud, 
Where our music is challenged, 

We will play it louder.” 



By Abbi Adelsberger,  
Student Reporter 

 
The BHS Marching Band has 
qualified for the Ohio Music 
Education Association (OMEA) 
state competition. 

 
The band participated in two competitions Sat-
urday, earning their Superior rating at Spring-
field Shawnee and an Excellent rating at Te-
cumseh. 
 
Bands are scored by the OMEA rating system. 
A band can receive the scores of I, II, III, IV, or 
V. A score of I is Superior, II is Excellent, III is 
Acceptable, IV is Poor, and V is Very Poor. 
The goal of the competition is to receive a Superior rating of 1, which qualifies bands to perform at 
the state level competition. 
 
For competitions, bands are placed into classes based on size, Class C is the smallest and Class 
AA is the largest. The BHS band is in Class A with 117 members. 
For each class, there is a 1st, 2nd, and 3rd place as well specific awards presented to different 
sections of the bands. Bellefontaine placed 1st at Springfield Shawnee and 3rd at Tecumseh. 
The band was awarded Best Visual Effect for their class and the Color Guard earned Best of 
Show for their class at Springfield Shawnee. 
Now that the band has qualified for State, they will work to earn a Superior rating at the OMEA 
State competition. 
 
Jeremy Karg is the band director and drum majors are senior Emily Kirby and junior Megan Dyer. 
The theme for the show this year is “Gee Wiz”, featuring well-known songs from the musicals 
Wicked and The Wizard of Oz. The show also features two soloists, sophomore flute instrumental-
ist Shelby Starkey and senior mellophone instrumentalist Marshall Verbsky. 
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Pride of the Tribe Heads to State 
  



The DARE Club, sponsored by Mrs. Mount, hosted two important events 

this month.  First, Central Ohio newscaster, Dom Tiberi visited Bellefon-

taine High School last month, to deliver “Maria’s Message.  Dom is on a 

mission to create a new generation of defensive, not distracted, driv-

ers.  That's why Dom is committed to take Maria's Message to as many 

young drivers as he can.  His Maria's Message presentation is designed 

for High School audiences.  Dom delivered Maria's Message to 54 Central Ohio High Schools and more 

than 30,000 young people.   

The Maria Tiberi Foundation has launched a campaign to bring Defensive Driving to the forefront.  Maria 

had only three short years of driving experience and the Foundation would like to encourage better de-

fensive driver training.  The Foundation has taken the generous donations of supporters and has provid-

ed 30 driving simulators to the following organizations. The Bellefontaine Police Department has re-

ceived 2 simulators, partially funded through donations raised by Dr. Schwartz, Schwartz Family Eye-

care. 

Through DARE, BHS participated in The Red Ribbon 

Campaign®  last week. The Red Ribbon Campaign®  

is the oldest and largest drug prevention program in the 

nation, reaching millions of young people during Red 

Ribbon Week® , October 23rd - Oc-

tober 31st each year.  

WHAT IS RED RIBBON WEEK? It 

is an ideal way for people and com-

munities to unite and take a visible 

stand against drugs.  

WHY? The Red Ribbon Cam-

paign® was started when drug traf-

fickers in Mexico City murdered DEA 

agent Kiki Camarena in 1985. This began the continu-

ing tradition of displaying Red Ribbons as a symbol of 

intolerance towards the use of drugs. The mission of 

the Red Ribbon Campaign® is to present a unified and 

visible commitment towards the creation of a DRUG - 

FREE AMERICA.  

 

WHO? National Family Partnership is the sponsor 

of the National Red Ribbon Week® Celebration. They 

help citizens across the country come together to keep 

children, families and communities safe, healthy and 

drug-free, through parent train-

ing, networking and sponsoring 

the National Red Ribbon Cam-

paign® .  

WHY SUPPORT THE NATION-

AL THEME? A theme unifies 

each year’s campaign and helps 

to broadcast one message, cre-

ating a tipping point to change 

behavior.  

HOW?  BHS supported National Red Ribbon Week® 

by posting to #keepthepledge on Twitter and Insta-

gram, as well as celebrating the drug-free theme all 

week and dressing in themes for the week (PJ Day, 

Beach Day, Jersey Day, etc.). 

MARIA’S MESSAGE COMES TO BHS 

RED RIBBON WEEK OCTOBER 2016 
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D.A.R.E. 
  



 

Homecoming 2016 
 



 

Homecoming 2016 
 



PLEASE  
PLACE  
STAMP  
HERE 

 

DATE EVENT 

Nov. 3 Fall Choir Festival 

Nov. 3 College Application Month Event 

Nov. 6 Marching Band to State Competi-
tion at UD Welcome Stadium 

Nov. 9 End of 2nd grading period 

Nov. 9 Huddle Day—2 hour delay 

Nov. 14 Grade Cards 

Nov. 17 Family Appreciation Night &  
– Parent Teacher Conference Night 

Nov. 18 Veteran’s Assembly 

Nov. 23-25 THANKSGIVING BREAK! 

Leaders in Action 
  

BHS CALENDAR: 

The BHS Leaders in Action group leads the 

“Random Acts of Kindness” program.  Every 

month, Leaders in Action picks a day to sur-

prise students at the morning busses or during 

lunchtime to greet them and welcome them to 

school.  Sometimes this group hands out candy 

or cookies, but they always greet students and 

staff with a smile. 

Their leadership truly helps to make BHS a bet-

ter place.  Pictured here are Leaders in Action 

members: 

Evan Standley, Tanner Wical, Ben Sailor, and 

Carolyn Dunn  



Senior Night Cheerleaders 
  


